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From a Gentteman -in+ the City to 
--. ;- ms Eriend... ©. h- 
$1R, i: : * 
INCE: you will not admit of my excuſes;' 


I canrno-Jonper refiſt the importunity you' 
expreſs; thatl would give you my'thoughrs» 


| the Miniſters- of 'the- Congregational perſwaſion; 


| lncl PabHhſhed by ſome of them; ' You've tive: 


the myſteries of the Leaders of rhe People; withour! 
tawing the Odium' of a whole 'Parey\ of upen> 
the bold undertaker, tho* the chirge be never ſe! 
| it and Righreous:: This'is owing to a *fundas + 
| nental Maxim inftilld into us from obs infancy, 
| That to expoſe the Preachers is 10-ritdicule and 
banter | Religion - out of the Worll"to mtroance 
dtheiſm __ all impiety, as if the virtues, or de- 
gen of that fort of Men did add of diminth, | 
om the vital Power: and- Energy of true Rel:i- 
$8599, which ſtands upon fo -fure+ a- Foundation; 
| that even the Gates of Hell ſhall never: prevatt: a+ 
1Egonf i. But fo far has this Poil8nidiffugd it 
| A 2 ext 


RY 


about the-preſenr ſtate of' Aﬀairs, amontzſbt | 
more eſpecially of whar'relates/ ro theuDecdaruvion 


nfenſible how Jangerous' a tasir' 15 \t6- unraveht . 
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ſelf into the hearts of moſt Men, that the diſcoye- 
ries God hath made unto us in his Word how ke 
will be worſhiped, and what he expedGts from vs, 


| are not fully believed, except they be confirm'd 


by thoſe we commonly call Divines, whom to ſet 
in a clear light before the Generality of People, 
is to rob them of the better half of their worſhip; 


' who thereupon are apt to cry out, with 24:cah, ye 


>. ther of them, and therefore am under 10 


0 ny yr 'B 
BETS AEST 


have taken away my Gods which 1 made, and the 
Prieſt, and what have I more? And for my part 
I muſt frankly own , that this Poiſon had fo far 
infe&ted me, that all the Antidotes I ever took 
could not eftectnally eradicate the malignity of it, 


*till by continued obſervation I found our Eccle- 


fraſtical Donns fo tar from being elevated above 
thoſe failings common to mankind, that in many 
of them thoſe very corruptions diſcovered them- 
{elves more predominate than in others : But whe- 
ther the ſtation wherein they are plac'd magnihes 
every Peccadillo in them, or whether their dege- 
neracy be really fo great (with which ſubject 1 
may poſlibly - hereafter entertain you) 1s not at 
preſent my intention to enquire : But I ſhall pro- 
ceed to lay before you my Thoughts upon a halt 
ſheer, a few ' Days lince emitted into the World, 
and afhx'd to the Declaration you wot of, by 
hive Congregational Miniſters, as they ſtile them: 
ſelves : And the matters of fact I ſhall faithfully 
repreſent to you as they came to my knowledge, 
to the relation of which you'll the- more readily 
give Credit, when you conſider, I can't Jultly 
be ſuppos'd to be byaſs'd in my Judgment to this 
or the other Parcy, whether Presbyterian or Ind 


pendant, having never actually joyned with ci- 
temp- 


tation. 


bee ER EIS» £- | 


, undred years ago, and ftrenuouſly confuted them 


mn. 


oY 


but as Friend to 'T'ruth, and in deteſtation of that 


oroſs Legerdemain lately impos'd upon the World, 


| ſhall give you a ſhort Narrative' of their Adver- 
tiſement publiſh'd with the Second Edition ( as 
they call it ) of their Declaration, and then fum 
up the whole in a ſuccin& deſcription of whar 
part each of the five Subſcribers aCted in it. 

For their Advertiſement then, you ſhall know 
that the firſt part of it runs in the following 
ſtrain. : | 
It baving been reported and induſtriouſly ſpread 
abroad, hes the Me a = rc atom 
Errors, &C. Was not why wi, and approved of 
by the Congregational Miniſters in and about this 
City. ( W/ ich & in manifeſt contraditHion to the 
title Page and Preface. ) Es 

[ ſhall not examine the ingenious ſtile rhis 
paſſage is couch'd in, nor take notice of the Pa- 
renthefis, aptly plac'd, as they may think, after 
2 full Periqd, the ſuppoſed Learning of the Ama- 
nuenfis ro that Reverend Society ſhrowding him 
from cenſure of incorre&tneſs : Bur I ſhall lead you 
tiretly into the underitanding of this intricate 
matter, | 

You muſt know, that ſome time ſince a party 
of the Congregational Miniſters held a Conſiftory 
a the Amſterdam Coffee-houſe, and other places, 
vo dray up ſomething to ſatisfy the World that 
they did not any way warp towards a hateful 
ifenefs call'd Antinomianiſm, and having their 
lancies quickn'd by the name of the place they 
Were in, after many debates, they pick'd up ſome 
Errors from Amſterdam, or hcdh , held ſome 
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tation to. eſpouſe one cauſe more than inother 3 
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(6) 
by. Dr. Goedwyn, Dr. Owen, .and the Aſſemblie 
Catechiſm, with the help of Dr; South. This their 


compoſition crept into the World in fo clande-. 


ſtine a manner, that many who were adherers to 
them, and their intereſt, could ſcarcely be per- 
ſwaded to believe they were the Authors of that 
Elaborate piece 5 which gave birth to.an Anomy- 


' mous Parnphler, intitul'd Confiderations upon the 


Congregational Miniſters Declaration : this ſome 


' conceive to have been wrote by a Presbyterian; 


therein he endeavours to demonſtrate by man 


Arguments, that it was not probable the Con- 


gregational Miniſters were the Authors of that 
Declaretion, and in a ſevere paſſage towards the 
Concluſton, ſeems to throw it upon the Celebrated 
Lunatick, Trepidantium Malleus, who boaſts that 
he has highly merited of the World by fo happr- 
ly exploding Mr. Baxter's Errors and his Follow- 
ers, and who really engag'd in a work of the like 
delign with this Declaration ſome Months a5 
But whoever was the Author of that Pamphlet, 
'LiS Certain -it - bad this effect, that rhoſe Reverend 


Sirs; who before had foiſted into the World that, 


tuppos'd ſpurioys, Declaration, being now toucit 
ro the quick, do boldly own it to be the legitr 
mate product of their tric ſcrutiny into. the Re- 
cords of the Dead, by pretixing five Names to 


; Geo. Griffith, 
- Steph, Lobb, 
Richard Tajln, 
| John Negpbltt. 


Now upon this goodly Proceeding. of theirs We 
22ay nultiy make the following Reflexjons: 


1. Hered) 
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1. Hereby we fee unto w 


and Arropancy which their aſpiring after a Power © * * 
they had right to; had involv'd - in. It is we! c - 4 & 
to every one who knows any thing of the Congre- '. | 
gational Principles, that, without the conſent of 
their Churches, the Miniſters haye no Authority to 
engage in fich4 Work, and in all Probability the 
thoughts of this made them aſham'd at firſt toown 
it for theirs: But as one Error is introduQtive of a- 


fit anc > they were conſtious they had 
liſhing this Declaration upon 


0 | yet expoſe their Combination ſomewhat more, 
They call it a Second Edition, whereas, in Truth, 
tis yery much queſtioned, whether many of the 
luſt Impreflion. ound vent ; and ?tis generally 
upht; that the Advertiſement, to which theſe 
| fire Names are affix'd, is ſtich'd by the Bookſeller 
to their Declaration ; - which, with a new Title 
We | Page; is all the Alteration it has undergone: 
2.We cannot but note,that-they have hereby ob» 
ligdtheWorld with taſte of that Legrning,which 
A 4 _ they. 
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2 a key gp reſpedtive 
orfs e1r. OWn: as the laft 
i ng Five, \ very, [Err og has afler- 


i, the Champion I, their ſingle 
2-7 e nl has Ga 57 which ney 
bs con uted thoſe og which no bh 

Fla or charges them. Ms X-: 
ihe. Herehy, they ;dempnſ[rate to. the World, how 
happy th ang NS Canin of their Churchesis: ; 
br the aſtors « can fo.cafily raviſh from the Peo- 
at. Anthony, Order and Diſcipline, which 


nh Front em in, and d place i it. alone in them: 
ves ;,W hich o makes me judge Without any breach 
$2 Charity, that they bond po 
over Gad * Hericape bo ſweet; ory io. profitable, 
that they, would not Be very much averſe, upon 
te firſt. Overtures of aTreaty, to attempt to make 
the 130 Sticks,ong: again : And then they may ex- 
erciſe: Deſpotiok ;Power without control, bearing 
Fen People: with 2 heavy Hand. 

Bur "ris bigh: 1 time to come to. the other part of 

their Advertiſement, which ſhuts. up in theſe 
gaodly : raſes, . 
We, whoſe Nanges are ALES  ſubſeribed, to the 
end the trath of. Matter of 1 Fad may appear, io the 
Convittiqu of every Reader, ds EE that (tx: 
cepting tpo or three Miniſters, who go under tt 
jame Denomination with 5, to whom wwe though 
not: fit to communicate the ſaid Declaration) al 
the Paſtors of Congregational Churches, in and abut 
this City, did contider, and unanimouſl) expr!) 
their Approbation of it. 


HEE wy (ines ad her 


hem,  W en. firlt they. were called to their 


their Lording | 


nd 


CL ir hoe ei go EI ET uo er e—_ _ -— 


& + et 
And here, Sir,' far brevity fake, I ſhall ſlightly 


a6 over the awkard Style, thisSentence; (as well 


2s the former) is expreſs d in. Have theſe great 


would-be- Repreſentatives of all the Congregational 
Churches in and about. London, with all their A- 
tademick Literature, attain'd to no more Judgment 
in their Mother Tongue, than ſcarce to be able 
to write true Engliſh ? This indeed would be a di- 
verting Subject to paraphraſe upon, had I not mat- 
ters of greater Moment to communicate to you, 
which will expoſe their Honeſty ſotnewhat more 
than their harſh Engliſh does their Accuracy. I will 
not, in what I ſhall ſay, take the method moſt of 
them do in their Pulpits, when they either force a 
Text to ſpeak what it never intended, by their im- 
pertinent Gloſfes and Diſtin&tions, or conſtrain it 
to go with them much longer than the Subject will 
bear; but I will give you, in ſhort, my Diviſion 
of the above quoted Advertiſement, according to 
the Genuine Interpretation of the Words, which 
= unfold to us, what Doftrine is contain'd in 
them, 


Then ler us fee how Magiſterially theſe Donns 
open themſelves. | | 

We, whoſe Names are hereunto ſubſcribed, to the 
end the Truth of matter of Fatt may appear, to the 
Conviftion of every Reader, do declare, &c. 

[twill not be impertinent to ſpend a few thoughts 
von the Conſideration of who theſe We are, that 
ſo preſumptuoufly take upon them, to be univer- 
al Ditators.; and from the vain ſuppoſition: of 
their own Merit and Renown, 70 convince every 
Reader of the Truth of matter of Fact. Little Scru- 
tiny made into the Merit of theſe Rabb:es, will ea- 
lily ſhew how much Credit we ought to give to 


What they affert, and what Influence it will have | 


upon all Men of Senſe, "The 
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The Two firlt Subſcribers then; as we find them 


rank'd in order, are G. G. and , MY. whom Iput 
rogether, not for any Reſemblance they beartoeach 
other, (for they are in ſome Reſpetts as oppolite 
as the two Poles) but becauſe the ff of them was, 


by a piece of Policy natural (to the ſecond) decoy- 


ed to afhx his Name to this Narrative, tho! he has 
fince confe(?d he did not underſtand the Intreague, 
and therefore I ſhall have nothing more to fay of 
him: And the rather, becauſe I'm credibly infor- 
med Mr. M, gave Directions, that unleſs Mr. G, 
fign'd the Paper hrſt, his Hand ſhould be blotted 
out ; by which Stratagem, the good old Gentle- 
man was enſhared,and the odium of his being found 
in ſuch Company falls intirely upon his Betrayer ; 
whoſe deſign herein I ſhall not pretend to unriddle, 
but leave it fo be gueſs'd by you, and others, who 
have a clcar inſight into 1hzs Man of Deſign: only 
1 aſt add; that Pm apprehenlive- his engaging 
to ſupport himfelf and others, in_Pra{tices no way 
warrantable, will revive a Report which has been 
whiſper'd about the Town of a. certain Hoſe and 
Dardis ſurreptitiouſly obtain'd from the true Pro- 
ictors. 


Step. Lobb, Richard Taylor, and John Neſ- 


bit, bringup the Rear, and are the Perſons whom | 


I ſhall next entertain you. with. Mr. T. I muſtin 
Juſtice defend from Cenſure, and acquit him from 
any ſiniſter Dealings in this Aﬀair, he being pro- 


bably influenc'd by the Perſwaſions of Crafty Men,. 


ro whoſe Wiles the Eaſineſs of his Temper leaves 

him expos'd ; to his own great Diſadvantage, and 

the Encouragement of their Inſults. - N 
Mr.L. you have heard much of in the laſt Reign, 


and not a little in this, tho? upon other Accounts. 


Then a Politian and a mighty Courtierbeing a ot- 
[ | cretwribs 


, 5 ot * +: HHH £- Y 
. 83E- : A2ALIG . YE 


| 
( 
) 


{ 


Y 'CD 


SIS 


— 
Cr et Sr —_———__—_—_— _ 


(11) 


eretioribas to the late Tyrant: Now a rough and 
furly Divine, fighting his betters with his Pen ; the 
common Scribler of what the Synad, meeting at 
Pinners Hall, alias Amſterdam Coffee-houſe, alias 4 
Houſe is Moor-Fields, pleaſe to employ him in * 
One while drawing his Dagger in ſeeret, another 
while fighting the whole Synagogue at Sr. Heller's 
with his Brandiſh'd Sword in publick. This Man 
of Contention, with his Friend Mr. M;. were the 
great Promoters and Inditers of this Pamphler,theſe 
twoare intimately acquainted with all the ſteps re- 
lating to this quarrelſome Declaration. "This poor 
Wretch Mr. NR. is leaſt ofall to be excus'd,for that 
he diſcovers his want of Comman Civility, which 
ſhould teach him to be thankful: to a Nation, thar 
has put Money in his Pocket, and fet the Beggay 
| on Horſe-back, ' who now in requital ould rideo- 
, {| ver the Necks of his Benefactors ; but paſhbly he 
may have found ſome Eucouragement for what he 


has done, in one of the. Fathers, which he'delights 
, lo much to quote, tho' with as little Pertinency as 
j | cverwas ſung the Ballad of Chewy Chace. 

- But I ſhall nat ſpend my time in diſcovering that 


to you, concerning the z200 laſt mention'd, which 
: | jou are noStranger to; ſince the Spirit-with which 
n they were acted, will be beſt ſeen; when you un- 
n | derſtand the Methods they took, to perſwade the 
n Wold,that the publiſhing their Declaration was by 
0 the unanimous Conſent of all the Congregational 
n,, | Miniſters in and about this City, I wil not que- 
es ſtion but the Conclave at Pinners Hall had founded 
nd | the Minds of their Brethren of the ſame Denomina- 
200, as they call it, with themſelves, how far they 


Lo 
ren. oo Ei. AR IE © 


7 would join with thera in the Publication of their 
bs f flborate Piece; what Reſentment the Majority had . # 
Se di it ſhall not now be told, tho? *tis reported Dr. © | 


Chamunoy.' 
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Chauncy, Mr. Neſs, Dr. Singleton, Mr. Short, Mr. 


 Harrs, Mr. Meidell, &c. car'd not to intermed. 
_dle in a Caſe that concern'd them not. This Laf,, 


was formerly a Lutheran, but ſome Years apoe 
brought over to the knowledge of the Truth, and 
is now Paſtor to a Congregational Church, his AC. 
ſent therefore rhey moſt earneſtly defir'd, he be- 
ing a faithful Confeſfor of Jeſus Chriſt, and x 
great Sufferer for him ; to obtain which, Mr. Y, 


the Secribe,by order of Mr. J, the Di&ator writes 


him a Letter, which whether mare full of Pride, 
or Ignorance, is difficult to define, wherein he tells 
him how Harmonic the Miniſters all were: to 


uſher the ſecond Edition of their Declaration into 


the World, with an Atreſtatation to it under their 
hands, that there was but Dne more beſides him- 


ſelf; of whole Conſent they at all doubted, and 
that Ore had been ſpoke to, and therefore intru- 
(as he ſays) requeſted him not to obſtruct ſo good 
'a Work, left they ſhould be oblig'd to, let the 


World know, by expoling Mr. //e:del's Namein 
Print, that he was the only Man amongſt them, 
who refus'd to join with them. | 

| Bur perhaps you are as tyredas Iam, in tracing 


the hidden By-ways of theſe afluming 'Amvorua- 


aire, 1 ſhall therefore ſum up all 1 am minded 
at this time to communicate, in a few Queries, 
which I leave to your ſerious Con{ideration. 


zery, 1. Whether by publiſhing, a ſhameleis 


half-ſide, to vindicate the Reputation of their for- 
mer title Page and Preface, which, they ſay, met 
with @ »1anifeſt Contradi&ion ; theſe men do not 
at the ſame time diſcover an overweening con 
ceit of their own title Page and Preface, and 4 
meaſure of Infolence beyond what 1s common, 


when they take it in ſuch Dudgeon, that the Aur | 
Y thority 


CLUES... 


—_— 


thority of a nameleks 7::le Page and Preface is call'd 


into Queltion ? 

Que. 2. Whether theſe Men by infinuating, 
that all ro whom they thought fit to communicate 
their Declaration approv'd of it, . become not Guil- 
ty at leaſt of a very groſs fallacy? fince Mr. AMei- 
dell, to whom they did think fit to communicate 
it(if S. L , and F. N——, may be credi- 
ted) openly declared his diſlike of it to them ar 
Pinners- Hall. Surely ſuch ſly and untrue Inſmnu- 
ations ill become Miniſters of Chriſt, who ſhould 
renounce all hidden things of diſhoneſty, nor 
walking in craftineſs, &c. | 

Que. 3. Whether by faying,that their Decla- 
ratios was approved by all the Congregational - 
Miniſters - in: and about London, but by :2v0 or 
three, to whom they thought not fit to communi- 
cate it, theſe Men do not maniteſtly contradict 
what S. L. wrote Mr. C. M. when he tells him . 
that aſl had approved of it but Oze, and that Oze 
bad been ſpake to about it. How theſe. things can . 
hang together they ſhould belt tell, but *till [ 
better underſtand their minds in this matter, I muſt 
ply our old Proverb to them. Liars need good 


Memories. 


| Que, 4. Whether S. L. when he wrote to Mr. C. 


M.and afſjur'd him that what he did communicate 
him was in 774/(emplying his being intruſted by 
al the Miniſters) when indeed but: ove or 1x0 
could be found to have ſet him on work, did there- 
n at the part of a truſty Scribe to his Maſters all, 
i like an upright Chriltian,. and faithful Mini- 
ſer, fit to be pur in truſt with the Goſpel ? This | 
(Query L leave: with the. Conſcience of that buſy | 
Emperick, | SE” 
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 - Que. 5. Whether theſe Men have not eviden- 
; ly run beyond the tedder of Independent Principles; 
| in publiſhing this Declaration without the -Knoy- 
ledge of their reſpective Churches, and in unwar- 
rantably concerning themſelves with Paſtors 
other Churches?Bur alas !ir is to be feared,manytha 
go under the name of Independents,affett and exer 
cife as mvch Tyranny and Uſurpation, over their 
own Churches and fellow Servants, as any of 0- 
ther denominations, that pretend to no ſuch puri- 
ty; Witneſs their counterfeit Agreement, krſt 
clandeſtinely parcht up by Clubbs of Preachers, 
without the Knowledge of their Churches, and'af- 
terward as arbitrarily. impoſed upon them. 


Antinomian Errors, eſpous d by no Party of Men, 
or ſingle Preacher in England at this day, theſe 
Men have diſcover'd, moſt of 2 wan Itch of Pride 
to ſhew. their reading, or. of an angry humour of 
contention, to be quarrelling, tho' they know not 

at what, or of a weak air of impertinence, to bring 
ſomewhat on the Stage, nothing to the purpoſe, 
or of a malicious Defign againſt Souls,to infect our 
air with ſome German Antinomianiſm, which they 

have rak*d out of the Grave of Oblivion, where 
they have lain now this hundred years, (as a Port 

of their own {aid) and againſt the venom of which 
their poor Antidotes, ſcrap'd from Dr. &c. are 
much too weak. 

Que. 7. Whether the inſolent Methods theſe 
Preachers have taken to terrify men more conkci- 
entious than themſelves, into a compliance with 
their baſe proceedings, do not difcover them to F 
acted rather by the Spirit of Zehal then of Jeſus, 
Certainly it is not according to Chriſt s rule, 50 


Que. 6. Whether, by muſtering up a Cargo of 
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| Sigmatize others with the Title of Antimomians, 

s | &c. that can:ot run our length, nor does it 

= | fivor of true Chriſtian humility for.any to be perk- 

= | ing above their Brethren with ſuch a Phraſe. of 
f | contempt, as He thought them not fir; It is. to be 

t | feared, theſe Men that think others 20 fit for their, 
xs | notice, in a Way of refpet, would think them 
t | 4ery fit to be degraded, and deliver:d over to the. 
- | Secular Power, why elſe ſhould one of their num- 

- | ber ſay, we want a little more of the Magiſtrate 
t | os our ſide. And what other, meaning can be 
, | given of that paſſage, wherein they, tell us, they. 
- | Judge themſelves oblig'd, to bear with and exer- 
cſe compaſſion and tenderneſs to their fellow, Ser- 

f'-] vants, chiefly becauſe our Governors have by. a 
; | Law. tollerated us, and partly becauſe the Sgquy 
© | Confeſſion hath taughtthem ſo todo. But far any; 
e | Scripture or Grace produc'd by. them for Lenityy 
t | Quere, Where icis? 8 

t Que, 8. Laſtly, Whether upon. the whole. (to 
” | fttheSaddle upon the right Horſe): this Strata: 
r 

| 

: 

] 


gem was not contrived, and prometed principally 
| by one or 750 wily Men, that ſtagd conſt, of 
Demy Arminiauiſm in Principles; and, !7ye Antyy 
wmaniſm and Intruſion in Practice, in order ta 
the raiſing a Duſt of forg'd Avtinomiang/m and 
Iitruion on others,ſo to hinder the perluir ok then 
ſelves, for their Scandalous Lives, Ignorance of. 
the Goſpel, Invaſions, &c. And here, Sir, you 
muſt needs take notice how craftily they labour, 
to bring into black Suſpicion, by bate Innuendoes, 
the Perſons and Miniſtry of ſuch whom they . 
moſt dread, treating them in Print,as the Chieftain 
at Stepney, formerly ſerv'd .gaod old Mr. Law 4 
rexce 1n the Puipit ; endeavouring to load them. 
With Calumnies ſufficient, that lome may ſtick. 
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